In spite of the poet's affirmation of 'distant ages kindling at his
bier', R.M. Hewitt complained in 1942 that" the dust lies heavy on the
works of Sir william Jones, Orientalist and jurist (1 746-94), and those
who have the curiosity to look into them may be somewhat surprised at
the reputation he once held/'7 Seminal ideas like fundamental human
rights, comparative literature, philology and religion, East-West cultural
exchange and oneness of the human race, which were articles of Jones's
faith and for which he strove unremittingly throughout his life and
eventually laid down his life, are so much taken for granted today that
we have forgotten our debt to him.

In his own dayjones's vision of human equality and universalism,
and his prodigious scholarship were admired but nobody followed him
or thought of giving a practical shape to his great ideas. If only George
III, North and Thurlow had not delayed the judgeship, he might have
had the opportunity of working with Hastings. As garland Cannon points
out, politics stood in his way in domestic govenmental policies, a worthy
Indian bill, proper treatment of the American Colonies and even his
efforts for an Oxford seat in the House of Commons. On the question
of Indian legislation, he could not carry Burke and Pitt with him. And,
while in Bengal, the difficulties created by Macpherson and Cornwallis
in the executive administration, and Chambers and Hyde in the judicial
administration frustrated him. If, on the other hand, things had happened
the way he desired, history might have taken a significantly different
turn. Indeed, Jones accomplished his great work, which was matchless
in its width and depth alike, "in the face of constant, deliberate blocks
to what he instinctively knew was right/8 He was far ahead of his age.

"If Jones could fiave foreseen the coming century", says Hewitt,
"there are three things that would have given him delight: the translation
of OMAR KHAYYAM, the passing of the Reform Bill, the production of
THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE EAST/9 Not only did Jones open the
eyes of the West to the cultural wealth of the Orient but, by his sustained,
pioneering contributions and influence, set in motion the process of the
renaissance of Indian culture. He also fulfilled his avowed aim of
revitalizing the stale neo-classical traditions in British literature. "'This
was not just through ' A Persian song of Hafiz7 and 'On Parent knees'
but also through his direct influence in the Orientalization of Romantic
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